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Course description:

The aim of the course is to introduce phd students to the field of literary anthropology by
reading 20th-21st-century literary texts representing formative individual and collective
human experiences during an epidemic outbreak. The theoretical background of the seminar
will rely primarily on anthropology, but also biopolitics, the medical humanities,
psychoanalysis, and gender studies. The instructor will provide ppt presentations and other
secondary materials to contextualize the topics and students will also prepare short
presentations to facilitate discussion, as the sessions will mostly be organized around

students’ questions and individual insights.

Lesson topics:

1. Orientation, introduction

2. The literary anthropology of the Black Death: Albert Camus: The Plague

3. The literary and filmic anthropology of cholera: The Painted Veil (John Curran, 2007)

4. The literary anthropology of AIDS: And the Band Played On (Roger Spottiswoode, 1993)
5. The literary anthropology of COVID: Rachel Clarke: Breathtaking — The UK’s Human
Story of Covid (2021)
6. The literary anthropology of food, sexuality and pregnancy: Little Otik (Jan Svankmajer,
2000)
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