
PhD Historiography I – Fall 2024 

BTPTR1409 

Tuesday, 10:00–11:30. Room 316. 

 

Proposed Schedule:   

 

1. September 10. Orientation: Attila Györkös 

2. September 24. Ferenc Velkey 

3. October 8. “Sources and Interpretations” II Conference — Attila Bárány 

4. October 29. Attila Györkös 

5. November 12. Csaba Lévai 

6. November 26. Katalin Schrek 

 

Topics:  

  

Attila Bárány: History of Medieval Hungarian Historiography baranyat@gmail.com 

Attila Györkös: French Dimensions of Medieval and Early Modern Historiography 

gyorkos.attila@arts.unideb.hu 

Csaba Lévai: The History of American levai.csaba@arts.unideb.hu 

Katalin Schrek: The New Imperial History in East-European Historiography 

schrek.katalin@arts.unideb.hu 

Ferenc Velkey: Historians’ Debates on the Reform Era velkey.ferenc@arts.unideb.hu 
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Examination Questions PhD Historiography I. (BTPTR1409) 

 

The Exam Procedure: 

 

The exam consists of two written, referenced essays, each min. 14,000 – max. 20,000 

characters, chosen from two different instructors’ topics. Submission deadline: January 15.  

 

Essay Questions:  

Attila Bárány: History of Medieval Hungarian Historiography 

 1. 18th Century Hungarian Historiography, with Special Regard to Source Exploration 

2. Medieval Hungarian Historiography Between 1867 and 1918.  

Attila Györkös: French Dimensions of Medieval and Early Modern Historiography 

1. 19th French Scholarly Historiography (École des Chartes; Fustel de Coulanges; Revue 

historique; Gabriel Monod; Charles Seignobos; Charles V. Langlois). 

2. The Generations of the Annales (Lucien Febvre; Marc Bloch; Fernand Braudel; Georges 

Duby; Jacques Le Goff; Nouvelle histoire; Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie; François Furet; 

Jacques Revel).  

Csaba Lévai: The History of American Historiography 

1. Characterize the Methodological Outlook and Historiographical Aims of so-called 

Progressive “New History.” 

2. Present Charles A. Beard’s Historiographical Approach, with Special Attention to An 

Economic Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States.  

Katalin Schrek: The New Imperial History in East-European Historiography 

1. Present the Essence of the New Imperial History, its new Perspectives, and its most 

Important Representatives. 

2. Discuss – either comprehensively or via a Detailed case study – how New Imperial 

History has Influenced Research on the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.  

Ferenc Velkey: Historians’ Debates on the Reform Era  

1. “The Generation of the Reform Era”: Historiographical Dilemmas considering 

Concepts of “generation” in Historical Writing. 

2. Arguments For and Against the “Discontinuity vs. Continuity” thesis: Was There Truly 

a “Dark Age” in the First Decades of the 19th Century? 

 


