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Examination Questions

A vizsga menete:

The examination consists of two submitted essays. Each essay should be between 14,000 and
20,000 characters in length (including spaces) and must be fully footnoted. The two essays must

cover two different topics chosen by the student. Submission deadline: June 15, 2025.

Optional Topics:

Zsolt Szilagyi: The Historiography of Historical Geography

1. Describe the process through which historical geography became an independent field.

2. Describe one of the Hungarian schools or approaches within historical geography.

Zsolt Szilagyi: Historiographical Questions of Hungarian Social History Writing Today
1. Describe one of the schools or approaches in Hungarian social history research.

2. Describe the development of microhistorical research in Hungary and/or the contributions of
one of its significant practitioners.

Csaba Lévai: The American “New Social History” — Case Study of Paul Boyer — Stephen
Nissenbaum’s Salem Possessed

1. Describe the emergence and main characteristics of the “New Social History” movement in
the United States.

2. “Microhistory or structural social history?” Present the historiographical debates that
emerged around Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum’s Salem Possessed.

Csaba Lévai: The “Republicanism Debate” in American Intellectual Historiography



1. Select one school of American historiography from before the 1960s and explain how it
interpreted the intellectual background of the American Revolution.

2. Present the views of one representative of the so-called “republican trinity” regarding the
intellectual background of the American Revolution.

Janos M. Rainer: The Kadar Era in Recent Hungarian Historiography

1. Describe the interpretations of the 1956 Revolution that took shape during the Kadar regime.
2. Describe the main historiographical trends in the evaluation of the 1956 Revolution that
developed after 1989

Laszlo Pallai: The Interwar Period’s Perception and Historiography

1. Describe how the historiographical evaluation of far-right movements of the interwar period
has changed.

2. Describe how historiographical views on the post-World War I peace settlements have

changed.



