Economic and Social History Subprogramme
Archival Sources of History

This course is the first in a three-semester sequence within the subprogramme, offered in the
second semester. It carries 3 credits and is taught by Professor Emerita Klara Papp, professor
of GTIDEA, and Attila Tézsa-Rigd, Associate Professor.

The course provides foundational knowledge of archival sources and their evidentiary value.
Over the semester we survey those archival materials that PhD students enrolled in the course
will need to use for their dissertations. Particular emphasis is placed on familiarity with sources,
mapping their lacunae, and applying source criticism. In every case we aim to highlight how
the factual reliability of sources can be verified and what kinds of control sources may be used
to refine, supplement, and assess them.

The written assessment consists of an analysis — chosen in consultation with the supervisor —
of one source needed for the student’s dissertation, focusing on interpretation, usability, and
control sources. The written analysis, prepared based on the semester’s lectures and the
specialised literature recommended by the instructors, is to be submitted in the first week of
June. Formal requirements follow the editorial stylesheet of Torténeti Tanulmanyok.

Main Thematic Blocks, from which the specific topics of the six sessions will be selected as
needed:

— Key statistical sources: national enumerations, county dicalis (tax) registers, estate surveys
and urbarium; sources of the Urbarium Regulation; Hungarian censuses.

— Sources for church history (episcopal/canonical visitations, synodal records, school registers,
etc.).

— Sources for researching the nobility (muster rolls of noble insurrections, patents of rank,
letters of ennoblement, wills, mortgage letters, etc.).

—Family and political correspondence, diaries, memoirs (political and private letters, fictive
letters, diary literature, memoirs).

— Sources for urban society (wills, municipal records, judicial materials, contracts, guild
documents, associations, and foundations).

—Parties and programmes (electoral systems, party programmes, etc.).
—The literature of wars (memoirs, correspondence, official documents).
Compulsory Literature:

A tOrténeti statisztika forrasai [Sources of Historical Statistics]. Kovacsics Jozsef (szerk.) [Ed.],
Budapest, 1957.

Palfty Géza: ,,Utak az arisztokracidba — bardi cimszerzok a 16. szdzadi Magyar Kiralysagban.”
[Paths to the Aristocracy—Grantees of Baronial Rank in the Kingdom of Hungary in the 16%



Century.] In: Arisztokrata életpalyak és életviszonyok. (Szerk. [Ed.] Papp Klara—Piiski
Levente). Debrecen, 2009. 9-18.

Magyarorszag birtokviszonyai a 16. szazad kozepén [ Landownership in Mid-Sixteenth-Century
Hungary]. I-11. k. [Vol. I-11.] Szerk. [Ed.]: Maksay Ferenc, Bp., 1990.

Szijarto M. Istvan: Az orszaggyllési naplok forrasértékérél — avagy a torténelem, mint
konstrukcio [On the Source Value of the Diet Diaries — Or, History as Construction]. In: Nemesi
tarsadalom és politika. Tanulmanyok a 18. szazadi rendiségrél [Noble Society and Politics:
Studies on the 18™ Century Estate Order]. Bp., 2006.

Debreceni végrendeletek 1595-1847. A Hajdu-Bihar Megyei Levéltar forraskiadvanyai 8
[Testaments from Debrecen 1595-1847. Source Publications of the Hajdu-Bihar County
Archives, 8.]. Db., 1983.

,»Minden 6romdm elegyes volt banattal” Csaky Kata levelezése [All My Joy Was Alloyed with
Sorrow”: The Correspondence of Kata Csaky]. Szerk. [Ed.] Papp Klara, Db., 2006.

Kiraly Péter, Kiss Erika, Viskolc Noémi, Zvara Edina: Esterhazy Pal és Thokoly Eva iratai. 1.
Levelezés [The Papers of Pal Esterhazy and Eva Thokoly. Vol. 1: Correspondence]. Bp., 2022.
2. Egyéb iratok. [Vol. 2: Other documents]. Bp., 2024.

Topics and Lecturers of the Spring Semester 2025
25 February — Klara Papp: Correspondence as a Source of Personal History

papp.klara@arts.unideb.hu (University of Debrecen, Faculty of Humanities, Institute of
History)

Neumann Tibor: Janos kiraly sajat kezii levelei [The Letters by his own Hands of King John of
Hungary]. Turul, 2012. 3. fiizet, 110-114.

Esterhazy Pal és Esterhazy Orsolya levelezése. Sajto ald rendezte Viskolcz Noémi és Zvara
Orsolya [The Correspondence of Pal Esterhazy and Orsolya Esterhazy. Prepared for publication
by Noémi Viskolcz and Orsolya Zvara], Bp., 2019.

,Minden 6romom elegyes volt banattal” Csaky Kata levelezése [All My Joy Was Alloyed with
Sorrow”: The Correspondence of Kata Csaky]. Szerk. és a bevezetd tanulmanyt irta: Papp Klara
[Edited, with an introductory study by Klara Papp]. Db., 2006.

11 March — Adam Hegyi: Early Modern Reformed Sources in the Service of History,
Ethnography, and Literary History
hegyiadam@gmail.com; hegyi@bibl.u-szeged.hu (University of Szeged, Faculty of
Humanities, Institute of Social Sciences; Department of Cultural Heritage and Human
Information Science)

Hegyi Adam: ,,...azt kdzénséges helyen fel olvasni éppen nem tanatsos...” Az olvasas és a
vallasellenesség problémdja a Békési Reformatus Egyhdzmegyében 1781 és 1821 kozott.
Tiszantali Reformatus Egyhazkeriileti Gylijtemények. A Tiszantili Reformatus Egyhdzkeriileti
Gytjtemények kiadvanyai [“...it is not at all advisable to have it read out in public...”: The
Problem of Reading and Antireligiousness in the Békés Reformed Diocese, 1781-1821.”
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Collections of the Transtibiscan Reformed Church District. Publications of the Collections of
the Transtibiscan Reformed Church District]. Debrecen, 2018.

25 March — Imre Csiszar: The History of Hajdiinandas in the 19"-20" Centuries and Its
Sources
csiszarimre@gmail.com; csiszar.imre@unideb.hu (HUN-REN-DE Ethnographic Research
Group)

Hajdunanas torténete [The History of Hajdunanas]. Szerk. [Ed.]. Bartha Elek, Forisek Péter,
Csiszar Imre. Debrecen, 2024.

Csiszar Imre: Agrartermelés €s agrartarsadalom Hajdunanason az 1930-as évek masodik felétol
az 1970-es évek végéig [Agricultural Production and Agrarian Society in Hajdiinanas from the
Late 1930s to the Late 1970s]. Studia Folkloristica 89. Debrecen, 2024. 335.

15 (22) April — Gyorgy Kovér: Historiography and the Social Sciences
kover.gyorgy@btk.elte.hu (E6tvos Lorand University, Faculty of Humanities, Department of
Economic and Social History)

Kovér Gyorgy: A torténetiras és a tarstudomanyok [Historiography and the Related Disciplines]
Magyar Tudomany [Hungarian Science], 2025. 475-481.

6 May — Karoly Ignacz: Sources for the History of Elections
ignacz@phistory.hu (Institute of Political History)

Ignacz Karoly: Budapest valaszt. Parlamenti és torvényhatosagi véalasztasok a févarosban
1920-1945 [Budapest Votes. Parliamentary and Municipal Elections in the Capital 1920-1945]
Budapest, 2013.

Ignacz Karoly: A fOvérosi valasztdsok és a térvényhatosagi bizottsag kozgyiilése Budapesten
1920-1945 [Municipal Elections and the General Assembly of the Municipal Council in
Budapest, 1920-1945.] Urbs, 2007. 201-226.

20 May — Tibor Neumann: On Research into the Jagiellonian Era
neumann.tibor@abtk.hu (HUN-REN Research Centre for the Humanities, Institute of History,
Department of Medieval Studies)

Neumann Tibor: A Szapolyai csalad oklevéltara I. Levelek és oklevelek (1456—1526) [The
Archives of the Szapolyai Family. Vol. I: Letters and Charters (1456—1526)]. Bp., 2012.

Neumann Tibor: Registrum proventuum Regni Hungariae. A Magyar Kiralysag kincstartdjanak
szamadaskonyve (1494—1495) [The Treasurer’s Account Book of the Kingdom of Hungary
(1494-1495)]. Bp., 2019. 8—49.
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