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Assessment: Students choose two topics from the course themes and, based on the 

corresponding questions, must write two papers to be completed after the end of the teaching 

period. Submission deadline: August 20, 2025. Students may use lecture materials and the 

specified literature when preparing their papers. Each paper should be a minimum of 18,000 

characters (including notes). Papers must be prepared in Word format and use the citation style 

prescribed by the Historical Institute’s periodical Történeti Tanulmányok (“Historical 

Studies”). Completed papers should be submitted electronically to the above contact address. 

The seminar grade will be based on the two submitted papers. 

 

Course Description: This seminar introduces students to various areas of social history. It 

provides insight into specific issues of social history writing, with special emphasis on research 

results in Hungary during the second half of the 20th century and on the historiographical 

characteristics of microhistory (Attila Györkös and György Kövér). Additionally, an important 

focus is placed on understanding the results and methodology of regional historical research. A 

key consideration is that the lectures address different historical periods while offering both 

theoretical and practical methodological knowledge (Attila Bárány, Levente Püski, Zsolt 

Szilágyi). Finally, one important aspect of microhistory – autobiographical sources – is 

highlighted. This is based on the notion that students will encounter such sources (diaries, 

memoirs, correspondence) in their own research as well (Balázs Sipos). 

 

Course Schedule: 

 

1. February 18. Zsolt Szilágyi: Historical Regional Science? Changing Concepts of Space, 

Place, and Region. The Practice of Nationalizing Space. Methods for Examining Spatial 

Inequalities. 

szilagyi.zsolt@arts.unideb.hu (University of Debrecen, Faculty of Humanities, Institute of 

History) 

 

2. March 4. Levente Püski: 20th Century Settlement History from the Perspective of Financial 

Management. 

puski.levente@arts.unideb.hu (University of Debrecen, Faculty of Humanities, Institute of 

History) 

 

3. March 18. Attila Györkös: A Microscopic Approach Before Microhistory: the French “Stone 

Soup.”  

gyorkos.attila@arts.unideb.hu (University of Debrecen, Faculty of Humanities, Institute of 

History) 

 

4. April 15. György Kövér: Historiography and the Social Cciences (joint session)  
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kover.gyorgy@btk.elte.hu (Eötvös Loránd University, Faculty of Humanities, Department of 

Economic and Social History)  

 

5. April 29. Balázs Sipos: Approaches to Personal Sources (Autobiography, Diary, Roman à 

Clef).  

sipos.balazs@elte.btk.hu (Eötvös Loránd University, Faculty of Humanities, Institute of 

History) 

 

6. May 13. Attila Bárány: Methodology of Medieval and Early Modern Settlement History and 

Local History, Based on Examples from Bihar, Szatmár, and Szabolcs counties.  

barany.attila@arts.unideb.hu (University of Debrecen, Faculty of Humanities, Institute of 

History) 
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3, 475–481.] 
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